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Introduction 


All praises are due to Allah whom we glorify, whose help we beseech, whose 
forgiveness we seek, whom we seek refuge in, from the evil of our souls and 
from the evil effect of our actions. Whomsoever Allah has guided, no one can 
lead astray and whomsoever Allah has misled, no one can guide. We bear 
witness that there is no other deity besides Allah, who is alone, who has no 
partner and that Mohammed Sallallahu Alayhi Wasallam is His servant and 
messenger. May Allah Ta'aala’s mercy and blessings descend upon him, his 
companions and those who follow them. 

Allah Ta’aala has definitely sent Nabi Sallallahu Alayhi Wasallam with 
guidance and a true Deen (religion), to take people out of darkness into light 
with the command of Allah, to lead people towards the path of Allah. Allah 
sent Nabi Sallallahu Alayhi Wasallam to establish His worship only, and this 
will only happen with complete submission to Allah Ta’aala i.e. by carrying out 
* His commandments and refraining from the prohibitions, refraining from 
§ following our carnal desires. Allah sent Nabi Sallallahu Alayhi Wasallam to 
f perfect good character by calling towards it and to destroy evil character by 
using all means to prevent it, hence the Shariah (religion) which Nabi 
Sallallahu Alayhi Wasallam brought is perfect in all aspects and is not 
dependent on the creation for its perfection, as it comes from the Wise, the All 
Knowing, the Knower of what is good for His bondsmen, the Merciful. 

Also, amongst the noble character traits which Nabi Sallallahu Alayhi 
Wasallam was sent with was the great and noble quality of haya (modesty, 
bashfulness). Nabi Sallallahu Alayhi Wasallam stipulated modesty as part of 
lman (i.e.'from the different parts of lman). Modesty is an integral part and no 
one can deny the fact that the modesty of a woman and her endeavour to 
inculcate such qualities, which will keep her away from places of evil, is part 
of that "haya" (shame) which is required by the Shariah. 

There is no shadow of doubt that the concealment of her face and the 
concealment of the places of temptation are one of the greatest aspects of 
modesty which we will undertake, because in this lies her chastity and her 
remoteness from evil. 
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Allah has commanded the Muslim women to protect their private 
parts and this command (of protecting the private parts) is not only 
confined to the private parts but also includes all those aspects which 
lead to the private parts and no person of intelligence can doubt, that 
from amongst those things which lead to the protection of the private 
parts is the covering of the face because the revealing of the face 
leads to staring at it, to pondering over her beauty, to achieving 
pleasure Hence a connection develops (between men and women). 

In the Hadith we find that Nabi Sallallahu Alayhi Wasallam said, 
“The eyes commit zina and their zina is to look.” 

In conclusion Nabi Sallallahu Alayhi Wasallam said that the private 
parts testify that or falsify it. Therefore when the covering of the face 
leads to the protection of the private parts, then the covering of the 
face will also be included in Allah’s command because whatever 
leads to a particular aim and object also falls under the same category 
as the actual object. 
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Allah states in the Quraan: 

“They should draw their veils over their bosoms. 


ie word "Khumur" (which is the singular of the 

, ic h appears in the verse, is actually used for such a cloth «toh 
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cover her face. Consequently, when it is c0 "l^ l ^j^ ce w j|] be to 

chest, then (obviously) the compulsion of coverj^h^ ^ ^ 

a greater extent, because the face is beautiful 

temptation. Thus we find that when people search i for 
person, they ask only regarding the face. 

don't attach so much importance to the rest oft e y. . h 

reason, if someone says "she is beautiful", one only understands he 
beauty of the face. Thus it becomes apparent that the face is tru y 
koonh/ u/hpther it concerns questioning about beauty 


When this has been understood, (concerning the face) how can it be 
understood that this Shariah (Deeni way of life), which is full of 
wisdom, commands the covering of the chest and permits the face to 
be left uncovered? 


3. Allah Ta’aala (in the verse mentioned previously) has permitted inner 
beauty to be shown to those male beggars who have no sexual urge 
and also to those children who have not yet reached the age of 
puberty i.e. they do not have any sexual desires yet, nor do they know 
about sex and the like. This indicates two points. 


mai me mild 


laimui uc Miuwn to anyone else 
besides these two categories of people, 
b) The reason for this command of Allah Ta'aala is due to the 
fear of temptation and captivation caused by women and 
there is no shadow of doubt that the face is definitely the 
ratre of beauty and temptation, hence its covering will be 

meTL C T P | S 7 ) ’ ,hUS preven,m 8 the sexually active 
men from trial and temptation. 

Allah Ta'aala states in the Quraan 

“And the women should not strike their feet ri. 
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Proof: 2 


There ts no blame upon those elderly women who discard their outer 
** ovi<fcd *e> do doc display then- beamy and remain chaste i.e not 
so &saza tbeir outer garments is better for them, and Allah is All Hearin" All 
Koo^tsg/^ 

in 2 > verse iihssrHies that there is no sin upon elderly women to discard their 
c*^=r garments provide d thai the aim and object of this is not to expose their 
Oder beaory. 


By dideriy raa is meant those women who. due to age. have got a very low 
sex desire and have no hope of getting married. 


Also, io their outer garments" does not mean they must become naked, 

bs2 a means that there is no sin if they' discard those clothes w hich are worn 
over the sk.hr for example. In other words, there is no harm for them in 
rl^jr^rriir, ~ such outer garments. 


Hessce. the clothes which they have been permitted to discard in this verse are 
those cloches which cover the body completely. Consequently Allah Ta aala 
has confirmed His command to elderly women only, which proves that young 
work* who desire to get married, will be commanded to don those garments 
which cover the body completely. 

,, AiIahs command had to permit all women to discard their outer 

benefit w,l. be derived in specify,ng the elderly women. 
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In the verse“without showing their beauty”, another proof is found as to why 
, he covering of the body (including the face and hands) is com P uls ry 

IJn because in most cases, when a young woman reveals her face, 
'henaturally intends to show her beauty to make men stare at her and thus 
praise her. However there are exceptions (some women reveal their aces or 
L., n-nsons besides beauty), but this is rare, and no ruling is given fo 


Proof: 3 

Allah Ta'aala's statement in the Quraan, M 0 Nabi Sallallahu Alayhi Wasallam, 
say to your wives, your daughters and the believing women that they shou ld 
suspend over themselves their "Jilbaabs" (a large garment like a cloak donned 
by women which covers the entire body, without revealing the shape). By 
donning the Jilbaab they will be recognised more easily, hence they will not 
be harmed and Allah is forgiving and Merciful. 


Ibne Abbas (R.A.) says: “Allah has commanded the believing women that 
when they, because of necessity', emerge from theif homes, they should cover 
their faces including the head, with the "Jilbaab" and they should only reveal 
one eye” An explanation of a Sahabi (R.A.) is considered a proof (of Shariah) 
as in the paragraph above. In fact some Ulema have said that this statement of 
Ibn Abbas (R.A.) is "Marfoo," that is in the same category as a Hadith which 
is narrated directly from Nabi Sallallahu Alayhi Wasallam. 


-we. mwiaumyaueione 

even this should be concealed. 
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Proof:4 


Allah Ta'aala's statement: 


women and their slaves. [i. e there is nerrr,k nephews (sister ' s sons), other 
woman comes into contact with the abo™ 7 T ™ ,he Veil whe " a 
(O »o» Allah m ,^l, g " St-f ««* 

Ibne Katheer (a famous commentator) says- “When Allah , 

“ 6S ™ n ,h L e,r close famil V J u st as Allah Ta'aala excluded them in 
Surah Noor. they should not show their beauty but to their husbands.” 


Hence, these four proofs from the Quraan indicate the necessity for the 
concealment of women from strange men. The first verse proves this in four 
different ways. 


Some proofs from the Ahadith are as follows: 


Proof 1 


Nabi Sallallahu Alayhi Wasallam stated in one Hadith: “When one of you 
intends marrying a woman, then there is no harm in him looking at her, even 
if she doesn't know.” (Musnad Ahmed). ln"Majmauz Zawaaid"(thenameof 
a book) it is stated that the narrators of the above Hadith are all authentic. 


Nabi Sallallahu Alayhi Wasallam (in the above Hadith) negated sin from one 

the chest, neck etc. 


glEiZ w»«■ - >■*“ l > •“' "**’ 

beautyisjudged- 

Proof 2 

WhenNabi Sallallahu Alayhi Wasallam commanded the women to be present 
He Musalla (a place where the Eid Salaah is performed - normally on the 
outskirts of a town), then they replied, “0 Nabi of Allah, there is one among 
us who does not possess a cloak (by which she can cover the complete body 
including the face).” Nabi Sallallahu Alayhi Wasallam replied, Her Muslim 
sister should lend her one of her cloaks, i.e. so that she doesn’t come to the 
Musalla without a cloak.” (Bukhari, Muslim) 


Hence this Hadith proves that the general norm amongst the wives of the 
Sahaba (R.A.) (the companions of Nabi Sallallahu Alayhi Wasallam) was that 
no woman would go out of her home without a cloak,fully concealed and if 
she did not possess a cloak, then it was not possible for her to go out. It was 
for this reason that when Nabi Sallallahu Alayhi Wasallam ordered them to go 
to the Musalla, they mentioned this hindrance. As a result, Nabi Sallallahu 
Alayhi Wasallam said that someone should lend her a cloak, but did not say 
that she should go out without a cloak even though going to the Musalla is such 
an act which has been ordered by the Shariah (Islamic Law) for men and 
women alike. 


when N*! Sallallahu Alayhi Wasallam did not grant them permission 
Wh ' Ch the Shariah COmmands ’ then how is il that 
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Proof 3 

(RA.) goes on to say that if Nab, SaUaUahu Alayhi Wasallam had to wtS 
what we are witnessing, then he would have prevented them from coming o ( 
the Maspd just as the women of Bani lsraeel were prevented. 

There are 2 points gained from this Hadith 

Firstly the Islamic dress and concealing of the entire body was the second 
nature of the Sahaba (R.A.’s) wives. Whereas the Sahaba (R.A.) were the best 
group, the noblest in the sight of Allah, they were those people who had the 
noblest character, the most complete lmaan, the most perfect actions. Hence 
Allah is pleased with them and with those who follow them with virtue as 
stated in the Quraan: 

“The early predecessors from amongst the Muhajireen (those who left Makkah 
and travelled to Madina), the Ansaar (those who helped the Muhajireen when 
they arrived in Madina) and those who follow them with goodness; Allah is 
pleased with them and they are pleased with Him and He has (already prepared 
for them such gardens beneath which rivers flow, in which they will reside 
forever. This is a great success.” 

Hence when the practice of the women of the Sahaba (R.A.) was to wear the 
cloak, how can we deviate from that path? Allah has mentioned that he is 
pleased with those who follow them with goodness and on the other hand, 
Allah is displeased with those who deviate from their way. Allah says in the 

Quraan: A 

“And whomsoever disobeys the Rasool Sallallahu Alayhi Wasallam after 
guidance has been clearly placed before him and follows the path o he 
Kuffaar (disbelievers), We will direct him to that which he has opted tor 
will enter him into Jahannam (the fire) and this is a bitter place. 

Secondly: It is sufficient for us to rely on Aisha (R.A.) and 
as far as knowledge, understanding and insight is concerned 


' becomes impermissible. 

Proof 4 

Mayhi Wasallam replied that they should lower it a hands span. Umme 
Salmah (R.A.) replied, “In that case their feet will remain open.” Thereafter 
Nabi Sallallahu Alayhi Wasallam said that they should lower it an arm’s length, 
not more. 

This Hadith shows that it is necessary to conceal the feet and this was a 
common practice amongst the women Sahaba (R.A.), even though the least 
amount of temptation is caused by the feet in comparison to the face and hands. 
Henceihis implies that the covering of the face is also necessary. Our Shariah 

l!!li a I )iS0 " eOfwisd0m ' hence il ishi ^ im P° ssible *e Shariah 
“wands the concealing of the feet and permits the opening of the hands and 

Proof S 

i "T" is not permissibie 

Pass bj?": The Slatement »f Aisha (R.Ai»!li.*J > “ Sed ’ we u ^d to 


‘he compu,^^ 
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concealing of the face as the Islamic ruling. During Ihraam women should not 
cover their faces. Hence if there was no strong hindrance in revealing their 
faces, then it would have been compulsory for them to reveal their faces even 
though the travellers passed by. 

Note: It is "Wajib" (compulsory) to reveal the face in Ihraam according to most 
Ulema (learned scholars) and a "Wajib" (compulsory act) can only be 
combatted by something which is also compulsory (Wajib). Hence, if the 
covering of the face in normal circumstances was not "Wajib" (compulsory) 
it wouldn't have been permissible to cover the face in the state of Ihraam, 
whereas they did cover their faces. This proves that the covering of the face 
in normal circumstances is also "Wajib" (compulsory). 

Hence these Quraanic verses and Ahadith, all prove that the concealing of the 
face is "Wajib" (compulsory). 

Proof from analogical reasoning (Qiyaas) 

The law of analogical reasoning which is an integral part of the Shariah 
(Islamic Law) maintains that: it is essential to uphold those things which are 
good for the Muslims and also to uphold those things which lead one to virtue 
and on the other hand to refute those things which are evil and those things 
which are a means to evil. Therefore only those things which are in the 
interests of Islam through and through, those things of which the pros outweigh 
their cons, are upheld. Hence we find some commandments being compulsory 
(Wajib) and others being preferable. 

In the same light, those things which are against the interests of Islam, of which 
the disadvantages are greater than their advantages, are rejected. Hence some 
rulings will be undesirable and others will be highly undesirable (close to 
Haraam, impermissible). As far as the revealing of the face is concerned, the 
harms far outweigh the benefits. 

Some of the harms are: 

1. Temptation: A woman tempts others towards herself when she 
beautifies herself and uses make-up. This is undoubtedly one of the 


worst harms- pa rt 0 f Imaan 

* 
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and ends up by meeting. An J ^ ? started w j,h just a smile or 

vice versa. 

is concerned, then it will be impossible for her to be modest. Hence 
sin and evil will become rife. 

InaHadithweleam, that once Nabi Sallallahu Alayhi Wasallam was leaving 
the Masjid while men were mingling with women on the road. Nabi Sallallahu 
Alayhi Wasallam said to the women: "Walk at the rear, because you, O 
women, have no right to walk in the centre of the road. Walk on the sides of 
the road.” As a result the women started walking on the extreme sides of the 
road, so much so that their cloaks used to cling to the walls. 
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2 . 


In the chain of narrators Sa'eed bin Basheer appears, he was 
a weak narrator according to Imam Ahmed bin Hambal, 
Ibne Ma'een, Nasai and Ibne Madeeni. Also concerning the 
Hadith wherein Asma Binte Abu Bakr (R.A.) was ordered to 
conceal the entire body, except the hands and face, it is 
possible that this event took place before the verse of Purdah 
was revealed. 

3. In the Hadith of Ibne Abbas (R.A.) the face of the woman 
(from the Kahth'ama tribe) was open, yet Nabi Sallallahu 
Alayhi Wasallam didn't command her to conceal it! This 
was because she was in Ihraam and in Ihraam women cannot 
cover their faces or it could be said that Nabi Sallallahu 
Alayhi Wasallam did command her to conceal her face 
thereafter, as the Hadith doesn't state in clear terms as to 
whether Nabi Sallallahu Alayhi Wasallam commanded her 
or not thereafter. 

4. In the Hadith of Jabir (R.A.) it is stated "The woman's face 
was scorched..." This shows that her face was open, hence 
permissible. 

Answer: It was possible that the particular woman was from 
amongst the elderly women concerning whom the Quraan 
says it is permissible for them to reveal their faces, or this 
incident took place before the verse of "Hijaab" was 
revealed, because the verse on Hijab is found in Surah 
Ahzaab, which was revealed in the 5th or 6th year Hijri, 
whereas Eid Salaah was performed from the 2nd year Hijri 
onwards. 

A few points to ponder upon concerning this Masala: 

1. We should ponder over these Masaail with justice. 

Answer to verse of the Quraan: The verse of the Quraan deals with 

the aspect of "satr" i.e. the part of the body that has to be covered in 


*,0maw ‘ 8 f “5yW fbre 

IK'"*' , ..eshould 

, K Ah „» a* ° f "" 

* , d 
face in contrast , a nd what was said 

i i»> 1 “ * ■£» ■» «”*'* <sl " 






















'Know well O Muslim that the veiling of women 
and covering of the face from strange men is 
Wajib (compulsory’)." 


Modesty (Hava) as a part of Iman. is an integral part 
and no one can deny the fact that the modesty of a 
woman and her endeavour to inculcate such qualities, 
which will keep her away from places of evil. 

This booklet highlights the importance of modesty 
(Haya) and its implications by observing the 
"Hijaab " which helps in the removal of doubts 
concerning the Hijaab, whether is it compulsory, 
preferable or just a ritual, with the references of Holy 
Qur'an and Ahadeeth. 

















